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Computer science major is �rst to sign up for
Stanford s̓ new minor in environmental justice
Evan Baldonado, ʼ23, a third-year student in the School of Engineering and co-director of Students for a
Sustainable Stanford, is the �rst student to adopt a minor in environmental justice. The minor is
o�ered by the Earth Systems Program, which will become part of the new school focused on climate
and sustainability.
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Some members of Students for a Sustainable
Stanford at the OʼDonohue Educational Farm. In
the photo are (from le� to right) Anya Goeders,
Tanvi Dutta Gupta, Sydney Schmitter, Neha
Patkar and Evan Baldonado. (Image credit:
Students for a Sustainable Stanford)

BY MEGAN KALOMIRIS
Evan Baldonado, ʼ23, learned about environmental justice through his involvement in Students for
Sustainable Stanford. Coming from a more traditional environmentalism background,
environmental justice o�ered a new perspective to Baldonado – one that helped him reevaluate his
understanding of environmentalism and the philosophies underlying it. As he describes it, the core
di�erence between the two approaches is whom they are meant to bene�t.

“It s̓ really easy to think of
environmentalism as a thing for
white, privileged people,”
Baldonado explained. “But
environmental justice really takes
that narrative and �ips it on its
head. It s̓ about building a
movement that s̓ inclusive of
everyone, particularly people who
are le� out of mainstream
environmentalism.”

Eager to engage further with this
concept, Baldonado has recently
signed up as the �rst student to
minor in environmental justice at
Stanford. In response to student
demand, Stanford Environmental
Justice Working Group members
created the new environmental justice minor being o�ered through the Earth Systems Program in
the School of Earth, Energy and Environmental Sciences, which will be part of the new school
focused on climate and sustainability. The minor will continue to be part of the new school when it
launches in fall 2022.

“We are so thrilled to have Evan as part of the environmental justice community at Stanford,” said
Sibyl Diver, an interdisciplinary environmental scientist and lecturer in the Earth Systems Program,
who is co-leader for the Environmental Justice Working Group with Emily Polk, an advanced lecturer
in the Program for Writing and Rhetoric. “Evan brings a commitment to building meaningful
opportunities for environmental justice education, communication and deep discussion about
environmental justice issues to our campus. He is aware of the tensions between mainstream
environmental movements and environmental justice, and what it means to work towards centering
frontline Black, Indigenous, Latinx, Asian and Asia Paci�c Islander communities in sustainability
work.”

Baldonado is also a member of the transition council for the new school. Student involvement on the
council, which brings environmental justice priorities into our sustainability work, is key, said
Diver. This is because the younger generation plays a signi�cant role in leading environmental
justice e�orts that include facilitating “research-to-action e�orts that help us to achieve racial equity
and environmental protection” at Stanford and the world at large, Diver explained.

“Being in the broader community around the environmental justice minor helps connect me with
people who are in the space, which helps with coalition building and organizing,” said Baldonado.
“That way, if Iʼm hoping to organize e�orts, such as raising funds for a cause or starting a petition,
there will be people with similar values with whom I can work.”

From environmentalism to environmental justice
In 2012, Baldonado landed a ping-pong ball in a cup at the Duveneck Harvest Carnival and won a pet
gold�sh. Figuring out how to take proper care of the �sh was more work than he expected; so much
so that, for the carnival in 2013, Baldonado created and distributed a gold�sh care sheet. He also
created AquariumKids.org, a website where young “aquatic enthusiasts” can learn about aquarium
care, aquatic ecosystems and the environment.

Baldonado draws a direct path from his early lessons in �shkeeping – which he likens to
“maintaining a mini-ecosystem” – to his subsequent passion for environmentalism.

In high school, Baldonado built on this passion by
joining the environmental club and in his �rst year at
Stanford, he joined Students for a Sustainable Stanford,
where he now serves as co-director. It was through the
club that Baldonado became interested in environmental
justice and how it aims to adjust the narrative of
environmentalism to focus on social groups that have
previously been excluded from that conversation. In his

work, Baldonado seeks to build connections between other organizers, helping create a more uni�ed
and inclusive movement.

“Mainstream environmentalism has not always been the most welcoming place for non-dominant
social groups, such as people of color, women, queer people, low-income people and people with
disabilities,” Baldonado said. “Environmental justice involves actively reclaiming environmentalism,
and concepts such as equity and inclusivity are key values of the environmental justice minor.”

Bridging divides
The requirements of the environmental justice minor are �exible.
As far as courses required for the minor, there is an introduction
to environmental justice, service-learning courses and at least one
course in environmental justice history, ethics and practice. Other
than that, the student is free to cra� their own experience.
Additionally, if there s̓ a course that a student feels is relevant to
environmental justice but is not listed in the minor, Baldonado
said that they are free to contact the course advisor and minor
organizers about it.

Though he is unsure of his eventual career path, Baldonado hopes
that the minor will teach him about more issues in environmental
justice and connect him with others who would be interested in
solving them.

In addition to the minor in environmental justice, Baldonado is
majoring in computer science in the School of Engineering. He
views knowledge of computers as a skill that he can easily apply to
any line of work and has already had some experience combining
computer science and environmentalism – from developing
AquariumKids.org to helping a group doing environmental
research when their website got hacked.

He also believes that computer science and technology can be
used to bridge divides and combat inequality, but also notes the need for careful consideration, as
they also have the potential to perpetuate and worsen existing inequalities.

“What Iʼm doing with the environmental justice minor is more learning about the issues,” he said. “I
think it s̓ important to both understand issues and have an applicable skill set to help solve them.”
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